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Purpose:

The Student Summit is focused on bringing together students from urban, 
suburban, and rural school districts to focus on UNITY in a period of division.

It is vital to our Summit that we have students from urban, rural, and suburban 
communities. Giving students not only a voice but the ability to interact with 
children who have different cultural, social, and environmental experiences is 
pivotal to the project. Through their words and actions we can initiate change 
in a culturally divided society.



To celebrate the fifth anniversary of 
the summit, this year’s theme is 

“Unity Through the Branches of 
Growth.” Wood is the traditional 

gift material for a fifth anniversary. 
That concept, combined with the 

continued expansion of the summit 
and the underlying quest to foster 
individual and community growth, 

helped generate the theme. The 
image below was created by alumni 
CJ Swanson. They are an amazing 

artist who captured our theme 
beautifully.



The following list of schools comprises urban, suburban, and rural school districts. The 
purpose of this list is to showcase the differences and similarities that students face in 
today’s world by intentionally bringing together ideas and experiences from different points 
of view.

1. Woodland Hills 
2. Westmont Hilltop
3. Mt. Lebanon
4. Belle Vernon
5. Avonworth
6. Aliquippa
7. Penn Hills
8. Greater Johnstown
9. Carlynton 

10. Seneca Valley
11. Steel Valley

12. South Side Area 
13. City of Bridges
14. South Fayette
15. West Mifflin
16. Pittsburgh Public Science & Technology Academy
17. Westinghouse
18. North Gate



Nate Scott and Jazlynn Sanders - Police Relations
Nate Scott (WH) - I am a Senior and a first year summit leader. Our 
session was based primarily on the relationship between police and 
the community. We used data metrics, gave useful advice on how to 
handle certain situations and demonstrated scenarios to build an 
understanding of what to do in situations involving the police.

Jazlynn Sanders (WH) -I am a senior and a first year leader for the 
summit. In our session not only were we helping the community build 
relationships with the police but we also gave them a safe space to 
talk about their opinions on certain issues. From there we were able 
to give useful advice taught to use by the Pittsburgh police officers 
and Tiffany Costa.



Aubrie Moon - Mental Health
Aubrie Moon (WH) - I am a Sophomore and a second year Summit 
leader. Our session was about mental health and the effects that it 
has on youth today. We primarily talked about what mental health 
can look like and coping mechanisms and resources to help support 
students. We also touched on the stigma surrounding mental health 
and how that can discourage individuals from seeking help.



Naomi Pollard -Creating Positive Change in Schools
Naomi Pollard (WH) - I am a  senior. I am involved in cheerleading, Black 
Student Union, the Emerging Leaders Program, International Studies, 
Track, Esports, and Pizza Club. I helped to lead the group Creating 
Positive Change in Schools. In our sessions we discussed groups that our 
individual schools have and their initiatives. We surveyed students on their 
school environment and how to create positive change. 



Testimonials

Student Summit

https://sites.google.com/view/studentsummit/home?authuser=0
https://sites.google.com/view/studentsummit/home?authuser=0


Follow Us! 
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Developing and Engaging Youth Leaders through 
Activism and Civic Engagement: 

A look into Youths’ Experiences in YES’ YCLA + Teen Council

April 19, 2024 | Youth Thriving Conference



Student Introductions









● Vibrant and growing medical and tech epicenter

● Livable and affordable for some; unlivable for others

● Racial and Socioeconomic inequities

● Segregated and divided
 
● Public Health threats

● Aging Infrastructure

● Gentrification and its impact on made-marginalized individuals 

● Violence 

● Educational disparities and injustices 

Pittsburgh & Its Challenges



● Disparities are concentrated 
in East Hills, Homewood, 
Larimer, Lincoln-Lemington, 
and Wilkinsburg

● Upper Northside, Hill 
District, South Hilltop, West 
End, Penn Hills, and Mon 
Valley are also areas with 
disproportionate health and 
educational outcomes



Heightened Injustices + Lack of Youth Voices in 
Local Government and Decision Making





Exploring Program 
Components



What is YCLA?

● An opportunity designed to help youth access, explore, and experience 
industries within local government that are typically deemed inaccessible 
for youth of color 

● A credit-barring and financial resource-giving opportunity to engage in 
experiential learning, civic-related programming, and solution-driven 
research 

● A unique connection to governmental initiatives and work of Pittsburgh’s 
Mayor Ed Gainey



Program Objectives & Goals

● Participate in work-based learning experiences through local governmental 
industries 

● Gain exposure to careers in civic leadership and city government 

● Students develop problem-solving, research, and leadership skills to 
leverage in future educational and professional settings

● Students develop an orientation toward civic engagement



Program Components & Phases



YCLA Program Phases 

Phase 1: Toolkit Building

Phase 2: Civic Understanding

Phase 3: Experiential Learning

Phase 4: Solution Building

Pre-Phase: 
Onboarding and 

Training



What does successful completion look like?

● Attend 80% of (tu/th) sessions

● At least 10 hours of experiential learning 

● Complete other coursework 

● Complete research project

● Present research projects 

 
 



Example Research Projects









Questions
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THE KRUNK
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BREAKOUT SESSIONS
PHASE 1

Mental Health/ Self Care
 Ballroom B 

Communication & Relationships
Conference  Room A  | 3rd Floor

 
Sharing Your Voice through 

Broadcasting
Conference Room C | 3rd Floor 

Decision Making
Conference Room B| 3rd Floor 

What is Advocacy?
Gold Room | 2nd Floor 

PHASE 2
Mental Health/ Self Care

Ballroom B 

Finding your identity
Conference Room A | 3rd Floor

Creativity & Self-Care
Conference Room C | 3rd Floor

Social Media
 Conference Room B | 3rd Floor

 
Investing / Entrepreneurship

Gold Room 



RESOURCE FAIR



WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
SCAN THE QR CODE TO COMPLETE QUICK FEEDBACK SURVEY

YOUTH FEEDBACK SURVEY ADULT FEEDBACK SURVEY 



THANK YOU!!


